
End Times Simplified
HOW TO UNDERSTAND BIBLE PROPHECY



A quick survey before we begin:

• When you think of eternity, are your thoughts more…

Heavenward (above the clouds)  
OR  

Earthly

Seed thought: Could “heaven” eventually come to earth?

© 2017 Brandon L. Emch    |    The Day of the Lord and the Coming Kingdom    |    www.endtimessimplified.com



A quick survey before we begin:

• What about your experience in the eternal state, do you think of…

A floating/spiritual/immaterial experience around the throne in heaven 
OR 

A physical/material existence on a restored earth

Seed thought: What was Jesus’s resurrected body like?
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Four Important Questions:

• What is prophecy?

• What is the big picture of prophecy?

• What is the major driving force leading to big picture fulfillment?

• What is the great transition event that brings about big picture 
fulfillment?
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What is prophecy?

• Simply put, it is God 
revealing Himself and 
His future plans

• The spirit or essence of 
prophecy is Jesus Christ
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Rev 19:10 And I fell at his feet to 
worship him. And he said unto me, 
See thou do it not: I am thy 
fellowservant, and of thy brethren 
that have the testimony of Jesus: 
worship God: for the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

Headwaters originate at Lake Itasca 
(From Latin: veritas – “truth” caput – “head”)

Headwaters = Spirit of God

Mississippi = 
PROPHECYTributaries = 

The prophets

The ultimate 
trajectory of these 
inspired “waters” is 
toward a common 
destination

The First Coming 
and Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ



What is the big picture of prophecy?

• A new heavens and a new earth wherein dwells righteousness (Isa 65:17 and 2 Pet 3:13)

• The resurrection of the dead (Isa 25:8-9; Dan 12:2; Job 19:26)

• Judgment of the ungodly by means of His appointed Messiah (Psa 2, Psa 110)

• Worldly kingdoms and evil powers will be annihilated (Dan 2:44; Isa 34:4; 2 Pet 3:7)

• Restoration of the earth (Acts 3:21, Isa 51:3, Eze 36:35)

• Restoration of the kingdom of God to Israel (Acts 1:6)

• New covenant righteousness for Israel (Rom 11:26; Zech 9:16; Zech 12:10; Joel 3:16; Isa 59:21; 
Jer 23:6; Jer 31:33; Eze 36:27)

• The Messiah, Jesus Christ, will reign as King of the earth (Psa 72:8, Dan 7:14, Isa 11:9, Isa 
66:23, Jer 23:5, Jer 33:15, Zech 14:9, Rev 11:15)

• Jesus will reign gloriously from Jerusalem (Mat 5:35, Mat 19:28, Isa 2:3, Isa 66:19)
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What is the driving force behind big picture fulfillment?

1) Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 15:8)

2) Mosaic Covenant (in effect for non-followers of Christ - Rom 10:4, Gal 3:25)

3) Davidic Covenant (2 Sam 7:10-16; 1 Chron 17:11-15)

4) New Covenant (Jer 31:31-34)

• The covenants undergird the prophets and the entire story of the bible

• LAND – LAW – KING – OBEDIENCE = GOD’S COMING KINGDOM ON EARTH

• Jesus is the focus:  A KING (Luke 1:30-33, Zech 9:9-10) RULING RIGHTEOUSLY (Isa 2:2-4, Isa 
9:7, Isa 11:1-10, Hab 2:14) FROM JERUSALEM (Mat 5:35, Isa 24:21-23; Isa 62:7; Eze 37:24-28) 
ON A GLORIOUS THRONE (Zech 6:12-13; Psa 132:11-17)

• Prophecy must be viewed through the lens of the Old Testament. The Old Testament is our 
end-times roadmap and compass, our foundation upon which to build our understanding.
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What is the transition event that brings about fulfillment 
of the big picture of prophecy?

• The Day of the Lord or the “Second Coming”
• An appointed day of God that is the fulcrum point of a great reversal (Psa 102:13, Acts 17:31)

• A day of resurrection/rapture for prophets, saints, and believers

• A day of corporate repentance for remnant Israel

• A day of judgment and wrath for the ungodly and the final beast kingdom

• A day when Satan is bound and cast into the bottomless pit

• A day when evil beings and the power of the air are destroyed and an EARTHLY 
RESTORATION begins

• A day that ushers in the “now but not yet” KINGDOM OF GOD and the rule of KING 
JESUS CHRIST from the throne of His glory in Jerusalem

© 2017 Brandon L. Emch    |    The Day of the Lord and the Coming Kingdom    |    www.endtimessimplified.com



Why do we need a “great reversal” and judgment day on earth?

• Today Satan is prominently positioned as “prince and power of the air” (Eph
2:2) and “god of this world” (2 Cor 4:4). We live in a presently evil world (Gal 
1:4) and the evil powers and kingdoms of this world have yet to be crushed.

• We need a transfer of dominion and power! (Dan 2:44, 7:13-14, Rev 11:15)
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A world of wickedness perished, 
not the world itself

A world of evil will be 
annihilated, not the earth itself 

New 
heavens 
and new 

earth 
The “power 
of the air” is 
destroyed 
(Isa 34:4, 
2 Pet 3:7).

King Jesus is 
given 

dominion.

The earth is 
restored to 
an Edenic 

state.



The church isn’t the “center of attention” of prophecy

• Scripture is primarily a Mideast-centric book that is also Israel-centric. The New 
Testament was written upon the foundation of the Old Testament.

• However, Scripture is for all people, and our “suffering Savior” opened the door wide 
to “whosoever” would come by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (i.e. the “Gospel Era”)

• God has not cast away Israel and the Old Testament promises and replaced them 
with the church! We are grafted into Israel’s olive tree (Rom 11:17, 24) and not into an 
entirely separate or distinct tree. We are a part of that tree, not a replacement of it.

• Through Jesus, we have the privilege to become sons and daughters of the one true 
God (YWHW or Jehovah) and fellow citizens and fellow heirs of the Old Testament 
believers (Eph 2:12-22). There is only one body of Christ (Eph 4:4-6).

• By God’s grace, we Gentiles can experience the New Covenant, but one day, 
corporate salvation will be realized by remnant Israel when Jesus returns. Through 
faith and sorrow they will also experience a cleansing, a new heart and the 
indwelling spirit of God.
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The gospel era is the mystery of Christ!

• No one expected the King of the Jews to suffer and die . . . not the Jews, not 
the disciples, not even the evil powers saw it coming (1 Cor 2:8)!

• But God, through his great love, gave us this opportunity. This span of time 
between Christ’s 1st coming and His 2nd coming is the hidden mystery (1 Cor 
2:7; Eph 2:12-14, 19-20, 3:3-6, 9, 5:32, 6:19; Col 1:26-27).

• God always knew that Jesus must die (Rev 13:8), and it is possible to detect 
from a position of hindsight (Acts 3:18, Acts 17:2-3), but the mystery was 
kept secret from the beginning of the world (Rom 16:25).

• Man’s eye did not see it, nor ear heard it, nor the heart considered it. No 
mind but that of God’s could think of such a plan, let alone divinely 
orchestrate it (1 Pet 1:20, 2 Tim 1:9-10).

© 2017 Brandon L. Emch    |    The Day of the Lord and the Coming Kingdom    |    www.endtimessimplified.com



So what is the “blessed hope” of the church?

• While we enjoy supreme blessings in Christ today (Eph 1:3), this is only a down 
payment of our future inheritance (Eph 1:14). Pray for wisdom and revelation 
that our understanding is enlightened and we can grasp the riches of the 
glorious inheritance that awaits (Eph 1:18)

• Reigning with KING JESUS on a RESTORED earth as priests while in 
RESURRECTED, immortal bodies is the core of our yearning and hope in the 
age to come (Rev 2:26-27, Rev 20:6, Isa 65:17, I Cor 15:16-23)

• Resurrected to eternal life. (1 Cor 15:50-58) No more death! Forever to be with 
the Lord and His radiant glory (1 Thes 4:17)

• No more hunger or thirst, sweat or toil, burdens or heartaches, weeping or 
tears – but forever enjoying the goodness and perfectness of God’s creation by 
the living fountains of waters, praising Him and rejoicing in His glory and 
presence (Rev 7:16-17, Rev 21:4; Rev 22:1-5)

© 2017 Brandon L. Emch    |    The Day of the Lord and the Coming Kingdom    |    www.endtimessimplified.com



Prophecy is about the Lord Jesus Christ (Rev 19:10):

JESUS CHRIST is the tie that binds the mystery of the Gospel with the Israel-
centric promises of God.

The trajectory of prophecy leads to JESUS CHRIST.

JESUS (English) 
YESHUA (Hebrew)

Yeshua means salvati0n

Prophecy is about salvation through JESUS CHRIST

Prophecy is about JESUS CHRIST ruling as King 
from Jerusalem in the Kingdom of God
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The Two “Comings” of Jesus Christ, the King of the Jews

• His First Advent = salvation for “whosoever” will

• Brought the New Covenant (Heb 9:11-15) to all, Jew and Gentile (Acts 2:38-39, Rom 1:16-17)

• Gentiles must not be proud of this terrific blessing (Rom 11:18-22). Rather, we should 
humbly and sincerely reflect the light and love of Christ toward Jews to provoke them to 
jealousy (Rom 11:11).

• From a corporate standpoint, Israel is generally blind today and cannot see their way to the 
New Covenant (Rom 11:8, 15, 19-20; Deut 5:29, Deut 29:4)

• His Second Advent = salvation for “corporate Israel”

• Will bring the New Covenant to corporate Israel when the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in (Rom 11:23, 25-27, 31)

• Corporately, they won’t say “blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord” until the 
Second Coming of Jesus (Mat 23:38-39)

• They will repent when they “look upon the One whom they pierced” (Zech 12:10, Rev 1:7)
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Think for a moment how King Jesus will rule and reign compared to earthly rulers today. 
Amazing to consider. What then will happen after the glorious, just, faithful, and 

righteous millennial reign of Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of Lords?
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Isa 11:1-9 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots: (2) And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; (3) And shall 
make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of 
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: (4) But with righteousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. (5) And righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. (6) The wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together; and a little child shall lead them. (7) And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young 
ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. (8) And the sucking child shall 
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' 
den. (9) They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.



The New Jerusalem Transition and the Eternal State
• The millennial reign of KING JESUS is primarily a way for God Almighty, 

through redeemed Israel, to vindicate His holy covenants in His Word.

• “Nations” will be subject to the rod-iron (but righteous) rule of King Jesus.

• The New Jerusalem Transition after the 1000 year reign

• After 1000 years, a final insurrection (Satan will be loosed, a final deception, a final evil 
gathering, followed by the defeat of all enemies, including the devil) (Rev 20:7-10)

• After all enemies are subdued, Jesus will then “deliver up” the kingdom to God and subject 
Himself unto God, that God may be all in all (1 Cor 15:24-28)

• New Jerusalem (the city of God), with the glory of God, with no need of the sun, with 
beautiful walls, gates, and streets of gold, will then DESCEND OUT OF HEAVEN TO THE 
EARTH! (Rev 3:12, Rev 21:2-3, Rev 21:10)

• After the second resurrection and the great white throne judgment (Rev 20:11-15), God 
Himself will dwell with the redeemed on earth for ever and ever! 
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